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Have you thought about 
charitable giving in your Will?

There are many ways to leave a legacy for 
the benefit of the county.  This document 
guides you through your options on how 
this can be achieved. We encourage you, 
or your professional adviser, to speak with 
us about your charitable wishes before 
finalising your Will.

We are professional and discreet in our 
discussions and all conversations with 
either you, or your professional adviser,  
are kept confidential unless you advise  
us otherwise. 

Supporting local lives:
Headway Suffolk

Supporting local lives:
Ipswich Community Media
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Understanding your charitable wishes

Part of our conversation with you is 
to ensure we fully understand your 
charitable wishes. 

We welcome the opportunity to talk with you 
about your interests and to understand not only 
what you would like to support, but also why. 
That way, we can best advise you on how we can 
fulfil your wishes when the time comes. 

There are, in the main, three options you could 
choose from to support the Foundation and to 
help Suffolk: 

1.	 Leaving a gift and establishing a new fund   
Creating a charitable fund in a name of your 
choice is straightforward and at no cost 
to your Estate. You can restrict or suggest 
preferences for the purpose of your fund, for 
example geographic area, specific issue(s) or 
specific demographic(s). The other option is 
to create a fund to support general charitable 
purposes in Suffolk. This allows Suffolk 
Community Foundation to have discretion and 
respond to local need as and when it arises.   
If you wish, you can nominate surviving family 
members, friends or your professional adviser 
as decision makers of your charitable fund 
and we will work with them to award grants in 
your memory. 

2.	Leaving a gift to an existing fund   
If you are an existing fundholder with Suffolk 
Community Foundation you can leave a 
gift to the charitable fund you established 
in your lifetime. You can also instruct us to 
change the name of the fund upon death.   
We also manage many charitable funds 
which have been established by other 
individuals, families, companies and trusts. 
You may decide to give to an existing fund 
which covers specific issues or geographic 
areas that are of interest. For example, the 
Women & Girls’ Fund.   

3.	Leaving an unrestricted gift to Suffolk   
This enables the trustees of the Foundation 
to allocate your gift to best meet the needs 
of both the county and the Foundation at the 
time of the gift.   
If you do not wish to establish a fund but 
would like to suggest a restriction, then 
please speak with us. For example, you may 
decide to leave the Foundation a gift but 
would prefer us to apply your gift to support 
a specific community such as young people 
or older people, or to areas of interest such 
as mental health issues or the environment. 
We can advise you on how best to instruct 
us in your Will.

Supporting local lives:
Curwin Print Study Centre

Charitable legacies are one of the 
most effective ways to make a 
lasting impact. Not only can they 
help reduce the Inheritance Tax 
payable on an estate, they ensure 
that support goes to the causes 
that matter most to the individual. 

By including Suffolk Community 
Foundation in a Will, clients can 
be confident their gift will provide 
flexible, long-term support for 
local communities and continue to 
make a difference for generations 
to come.

Nicola Weldon 
Partner and Head of Private Client at Ellisons



About Suffolk Community Foundation 

In 2024/25, through the 
support of our donors and 
partners, we awarded

£3.8m
in grants to charities and 
voluntary organisations 
across Suffolk.

Suffolk Community Foundation was founded in 
2005 to respond to local needs and has since 
become the largest independent grant-maker 
in the county. 

We are governed by a board of trustees and, 
although an independent charity, we are part of 
a national family of 47 community foundations 
across the UK. 

We now manage invested funds of over £21m. 
This endowment has been created to distribute 
funding year on year to support local charities 
and community groups. In 2024/25, through 
the support of our donors and partners, we 
awarded £3.8m in grants to charities and 
voluntary organisations across Suffolk to help 
them make a real difference to people’s lives.

Suffolk is fortunate to benefit from a generous 
network of individuals, families, businesses and 
charitable trusts who are passionate about 
making a positive impact in areas such as 
health, wellbeing, social justice and inclusion.  
However, the demand for financial support 
continues to grow. With our local insight and 
experience, we ensure that the support donors 
give is appropriately targeted, delivered safely, 
efficiently, and with full compliance. 

Benefits of leaving a legacy to us
Whilst not always obvious, deprivation and 
need exist across the whole of Suffolk. We 
work across the county and have extensive 
knowledge of the specific needs of local 
organisations and communities.

The benefits of giving through  
the Foundation are: 
•	 We provide funding to local communities, and 

support organisations that donors may not be 
aware of. 

•	 We have a deep understanding of Suffolk’s 
grassroots organisations, their challenges and 
how they support their local community. Most 
of the charities and voluntary organisations we 
fund are small but are making a big difference 
within the county.

•	 The Foundation has over 20 years experience, 
which helps reassure donors that there will be 
ongoing continuity of legacy management. 

•	 We complete due diligence checks on recipient 
organisations and ensure money is spent as 
intended, so it is in safe hands. 

•	 Charitable donations are exempt from 
Inheritance Tax (IHT) and can therefore help 
to reduce the amount of IHT due from your 
Estate. Your financial adviser or solicitor will be 
best placed to advise on this. However, further 
information is available from HM Revenue  
and Customs. 

•	 Establishing a charitable fund with us is an 
effective and easy alternative to setting up 
your own charitable foundation with the Charity 
Commission. We can tailor-make a gift to areas 
or causes that matter to you the most.

•	 We can guide with clarity and simplicity on a 
one-to-one basis, even in your own home.
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What next and what 
else to consider? 

If you would like to proceed, we 
would be delighted to discuss your 
charitable wishes with you or your 
professional adviser to ensure we 
have everything in place to fulfil 
the instructions within your Will. 

We aim to have a good understanding of any 
legacies pledged to us and how our donors 
would like to be kept informed about our work 
during their lifetime. Some also choose to give 
to the Foundation during their lifetime, and we 
would be happy to discuss this with you.

We ask that you advise us whether you wish to 
remain anonymous after death or if we can work 
with you to write a story about you and your gift. 
By sharing your generosity, together we can 
inspire others to do the same. 

We are very happy to share with you examples of 
legacies which have been gifted to us and how 
we continue to fulfil our donors’ charitable wishes 
after death. 

We would encourage you to speak with your 
professional adviser(s) about your charitable 
giving. It is important to seek up to the date 
advice on matters such as IHT. 

More information about us is available  
on our website here

You can read about how others have 
created legacies with us here

Our Annual Report can be found here

Supporting local lives:
Hadleigh Men’s Shed

If you have any questions or you would 
like any further information, please 
contact Fran Wright who would be happy 
to meet with you and/or your professional 
adviser. Further guidance on how to write 
us into your Will is on page 7.

Fran Wright 
Philanthropy Manager 
fran.wright@suffolkcf.org.uk
01473 944732

Your donation will be deducted 
from the value of your Estate before 
IHT is calculated. 

If 10% or more of your Estate is left 
to charity, your IHT rate may also 
be reduced.

DID YOU KNOW?

https://www.suffolkcf.org.uk/
https://www.suffolkcf.org.uk/giving-and-philanthropy/leaving-a-legacy/
https://www.suffolkcf.org.uk/information-and-reports/


Working with individuals and their families, we have seen 
first-hand the pleasure that can be brought to both the 
donors and recipients of charitable donations.  With 
suitable advice, people can be confident that they can 
meet their philanthropic objectives and support the local 
community (either during lifetimes or on death) without 
impacting their own, or their wider family’s needs.  

Coupled with attractive tax-incentives for gifting, working 
with the Foundation allows people to see part of their 
wealth doing good in ways they would otherwise be unable 
to achieve themselves, to create a true lasting legacy.

Henry Gaskin
Managing Director, SG Wealth Management
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A legacy has been created in memory of Peter and 
Joy Holder, a devoted Suffolk couple who spent 
their lives quietly supporting others. Both worked at 
Eastern Counties Farmers in Ipswich, and together 
they raised two adopted children, Tim and Karen, 
filling their home with love, two treasured dogs, and 
a shared sense of adventure. Joy was creative and 
community‑minded, volunteering with the Girl Guides, 
Citizens Advice and Ipswich Hospital. Peter, known 
for his dry humour and love of cricket, spent nearly 
30 years delivering books for Suffolk Libraries after 
retirement and became known for arriving with a boot 
full of books and a warm smile.

After 65 years of marriage, Peter died at 94, followed 
two years later by Joy. Wanting to honour their 
parents’ commitment to community, Tim and Karen 
created a fund using a gift from their Estate, which 
was exempt from IHT. Grants are now awarded each 
year to a local group from the Peter and Joy Holder 
Fund ensuring their quiet generosity continues to 
make a difference. Tim said:

Honouring a lifetime of quiet service

My sister and I are so pleased to have this fund in memory of 
our parents. They helped people quietly in the background, 
as so many do. We hope this might inspire others to consider 
doing something similar, either during their lifetime or as part 
of their Estate planning.

For the full story, please click here

https://www.suffolkcf.org.uk/honouring-a-lifetime-of-quiet-service-peter-joy-holder/
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To create a new Fund which can 
either be at the discretion of the 
Foundation or with criteria e.g. 
geographical or thematic interests 
I give to  Suffolk Community Foundation 
(registered charity no 1109453) absolutely

 (type of gift - the sum of, or shares 
in, the residue/a  share of the residue 
of my Estate) to be applied by the Foundation 
for its general charitable purposes and I direct 
that it be paid into a new restricted fund to be 
called the  Fund (name of Fund) 
and used for the benefit of  (define 
field of interest here) at the discretion of the 
Trustees  and in accordance with the terms of 
its Memorandum of Association and I direct that 
the receipt of the Chief Executive or other proper 
officer of the Foundation for the time being shall 
be a full and sufficient discharge to my Executors.

Guidance for writing a gift to Suffolk Community 
Foundation into your Will

To contribute to a Named Fund 
that has already been established 
by you or already exists at the 
Foundation in your lifetime 
I give to Suffolk Community Foundation 
(registered charity no 1109453) absolutely 

 (type of gift - the sum of, or shares 
in, the residue/a  share of the residue of 
my Estate) to be applied by the Foundation for 
its general charitable purposes and particularly 
for the benefit of the  Fund (name 
of Fund) at the discretion of the Trustees and in 
accordance with the terms of its Memorandum 
of Association and I direct that the receipt of 
the Chief Executive or other proper officer of the 
Foundation for the time being shall be a full and 
sufficient discharge to my Executors. 

For general support as a gift  
with no restrictions 
I give to Suffolk Community Foundation 
(registered charity no 1109453) absolutely 

 (type of gift - the sum of, or shares 
in, the residue/a  share of the residue of 
my Estate) to be applied to the Foundation for its 
general charitable purposes at the discretion of 
the Trustees and in accordance with the terms of 
its Memorandum of Association and I direct that 
the receipt of the Chief Executive or other proper 
officer of the Foundation for the time being shall 
be a full and sufficient discharge to my Executors.

The following may help you and your professional 
adviser when preparing your Will.   

Pecuniary legacy:	 The sum of £ 

Specific legacy:	 (A number of/my) Shares in  (public limited 			
	 company) OR your  (specified item)

Residuary legacy:	 The residue /a  share of the residue of your Estate

Reversionary legacy: 	 The residue of your Estate after the death of a surviving spouse 

TYPES OF GIFTS 
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suffolkcf.org.uk

Thank you for taking the time to explore how your 
generosity could make a lasting difference in Suffolk

Supporting local lives (anti-clockwise from above): 
Bike Active North Suffolk, Murrayside  
Community Centre & Suffolk FA

Charity No: 1109453

https://www.suffolkcf.org.uk/
https://www.suffolkcf.org.uk/

